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Dominion of Rupert's Land and the North-West Territory
made easier the way for union with British Columbia.
When the proposals of British Columbia were considered
by the Dominion Government, they were found to be
reasonable, and such as, in the main, might be accepted.
A transcontinental railway having now been decided upon,
it seemed unnecessary to make another main road. The
undertaking of the Dominion Government was therefore
worded: 'The Government of the Dominion undertakes to
secure the commencement simultaneously, within two years
from the date of the union, of the construction of the rail-
way from the Pacific towards the Rocky Mountains, and
from such point as may be selected east of the Rocky
Mountains towards the Pacific, to connect the seaboard of
British Columbia with the railway system of Canada; and,
further, to secure the completion of such railway within
ten years from the date of such union.'
Under the 146th section of the British North America
Act power was given to the Crown, on addresses from the
Houses of the Parliament of Canada and from the Legis-
lature of British Columbia, to admit that Colony into the
Union on such terms and conditions as were expressed in
the addresses. British Columbia was therefore admitted
into the Union under an Order in Council dated May 16,
1871, which embodied the terms accepted by both the
Dominion and British Columbian Legislatures. Under
these, British Columbia was entitled to be represented in
the Senate by three members and by six members in the
House of Commons: such representation to be increased
with the growth of population according to the provisions
of the main Act.
The difficulties which subsequently arose from the delay
in beginning the work of the transcontinental railway
do not belong to our present subject. It must always be
remembered, however, .that, if Canada has become or is
in the way of becoming a real nation, with national